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the government, and the finances ; and, in order to prevent accusations against him, he demanded that the Suffete Hanno should be made examiner of his accounts.
To procure sufficient stones to repair the rampart he demolished the old interior walls, which were at present useless. But the differences of fortunes replacing the hierarchy of races, continued to maintain a demarcation between the sons of the vanquished and those of the victors; so that the patricians watched with an irritated eye the destruction of these ruins, while the plebeians, without well knowing why, rejoiced over it.
Armed troops from morning till night defiled through the streets ; every moment the sound of trumpets could be heard ; chariots passed loaded with bucklers, tents, 'and pikes ; the courts were thronged with women making bandages ; the ardour of one was communicated to another ; the soul of Hamilcar pervaded the Republic.
He had distributed the soldiers in equal numbers of pairs, taking care to place along the lines alternately a strong and a weak man, so that the less vigorous or more cowardly was at the same time led and impelled by two others. But with his three thousand Liguiians and the best of the Carthaginians, he could only form a simple phalanx of four thousand and ninety-six hoplites, protected by bronze casques, and wielding ash wood sariysas fourteen cubits long. Two thousand young men were equipped with slings and a poniard, and shod in sandals. These he reinforced with eight hundred others, armed with round bucklers and Roman glaives.